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APRIL 2nd MEETING - - - 
OLD TIMERS NITE 


Young and old alike will enjoy Friday even- 
ing's A.W.A. show telling about one of the last 
truly great radio and aviation pioneers, Elmo 
Pickerill, who died in 1968. Reproduced inside 
is copy from a New York newspaper telling of 
a celebration in his honor. Pickerill'’s radio 
associates include DeForest and Marconi while 
his aviation friends were such celebrities as 
Arthur Godfrey, Ameilia Earhart, Charles 
Lindbergh and Orville Wright, who taught him 
to fly in 1910. Photography by Linc Cundall, 
W2QY, with Bruce Kelley, W2ICE, providing 
the sound interviews. Meeting place data: 
Monroe County Farm & Home Center, 249 
Highland Avenue, 8p.m., Friday, April 2. 


‘vatemala Aid 


by Julio Ahumada, LU7ZAEC/LU7BD/W2 


In the last issue of the RAG, information was 
requested about the activities relating to the 
help given during the Guatemala tragedy. I was 
able to help to a degree by relating medical 
supply messages toand from medical personnel 
of the U of R (Dept. of Anthropology) and 
medical doctors in Guatemala. 

With the help of S.I. R.A. Sociedad Inter- 
nacional de Radio Aficionados (International 
Society of Radio Amateurs), all the priority 
traffic was coursed with the assistance of net 
control stations HK3CEM/W4, WA4ZZG, 
VE3DPQ/W4 in Miami and TG9LL, TG9MP in 
Guatemala City. 

Incoming and outgoing welfare traffic from 
Guatemala (I personally handled more than 150 
messages) was coursed with the help of TG9DF, 
TG9RS, TG9LL and others. 

The operators in Guatemala are to be highly 
commended for their dedication, some of whom 
worked around-the-clock shifts. TG9MF, Jose 
Manuel, lost his voice for hours and slept in 
his station wagon. 

Beside the normal fatigue developed by long 

‘urs of work, one of the main problems was 

a QRM the first weekend of the DX contest. 
Some with a confused sense of values complain- 
ed because of the emergency nets QRM on a DX 
station...... Oh well!!! 

The nets were overloaded to say the least, 
and in order to put anything through, it was 
necessary to spend hours. The Guatemala 
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ROCHESTER HAMFEST - MAY 22 


The Rochester Hamfest, now combined with 
the New York State ARRL Convention will be 
here the weekend of May 21-23. A copy of the 
program will be in the mail to you very soon. 


Registration this year will be $4.00 at the 
gate, $3.50 in advance. Banquet tickets are 
$8.50, Because of the limited space available 
for the banquet, it will be a sellout before 
Hamfest day. If you plan to attend the banquet 
be sure to get your ticket in advance. 


As a special gesture to RaRa members only, 
registration tickets will be available for only 
$3.00 to those who purchase them in advance 
at the club meeting. In order to qualify, you 
must show your current membership card to 
ticket chairman, Ed Gable, W2MPM. The 
special price is a 25% discount over regular 
prices. 

While the Hamfest principle activities will be 
at the Fairground, there will be many things to 
do at hotelheadquarters, the Rochester Marriott 
on Friday evening and Sunday morning. Friday 
evening is when the Funfest happens with an 
opportunity to meet your friends and enjoy some 
entertainment. Some of the exhibitors will have 
open house in their suites. 

On Sunday morning, programming is sched- 
uled at the Marriott. The most important is 
the ARRL Forum scheduled at 1la.m. After 
lunch a giant transmitter hunt is slated for 2 
meter FM buffs. 

For those who will be making reservations at 
the Marriott for their friends, please be sure 
to tell the reservation clerk that your party is 
with the Hamfest so special rates can apply. 

Main points to remember: FCC exams on 
Saturday. Applications go to FCC, Philadelphia 
with $4 fee marked for examination at Rochester 
Hamfest. Flea market - Saturday only. Ban- 
quet at the Marriott at 7:30 p.m. 


telephone system was practically inoperative, 
and inorder to obtain priority return messages 
in some instances, it was necessary for them 
to send a messenger to deliver and obtain 
information. During the first two weeks there 
was no operation on two meters. (TGs were 
not equipped with 2M, FM gear.) This was a 
handicap. 

Above is a brief description of the days fol- 
lowing the earthquake. I must say that the 
Multi Language feature my station is equipped 
with helped me and others to a great degree. 
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..... From the President 


by Bill March, WA2CER 

Over the years, RaRa has had many good meet- 
ings. The March meeting was one of the best. 
Not only was the new Kodak Apparatus Division 
Amateur Radio Club an excellent host, but twr 
of its members put together a top-notch pro 
gram. It was "An Introduction of Micro-pro- 
cessors'' by Jim Schueckler, WB2YZL, and 
Joe Hood, K2YAH. Due to illness, Joe missed 
the meeting and Jim made the whole presenta- 
tion. The description of micro-processors was 
followed by ademonstration of their capabilities 
and an endless list of amateur applications. 


Business at the Board meeting included the 
donations of ARRL books to libraries, a new 
committee chairman, and the Valentine Dinner- 
Dance in addition to the usual nine or ten com- 
mittee reports. ARRL publications are again 
being donated to area libraries. Details are in 
a separate Rag article. 


several board members observed that re- 
cently the club has not given proper attention 
to all FCC actions and rulemakings and other 
national activities. Bud Young, WA2UGE, vol- 
unteered to be the club Legislative Committee 
Chairman. Bud will assure such matters re- 
ceive proper attention by the club. 

Work is already starting on next year's annu- 
al Valentine Dinner-Dance,. John Schooley, 
W2BLU, assisted this year’s chairman, Bud 
Young, WA2UGE, and is next year's chairman. 
His first job is picking a location for next year 


I want to thank Don Hassett, WB2QVD, fo 
the donation of 10 years of QST magazines to 
the club. They are available for membership 
use at the club station at the Monroe County 
Office of Emergency Preparedness. 


Further donations, some sizeable, have 
brought the SB-104 fund to almost $300. As 
decided by the Board, the fund drive will con- 
tinue to the Annual Meeting in May. 

Finally, the club elections will take place at 
the Annual Meeting in May, in accordance with 
the By-laws. Nominations will also be inorder 
at the April meeting. So be thinking about 
members that would be good directors and 
officers. See you at the meeting. 76s for now. 


WANTED: used transmatch or wire tuner. 
Needed to complete station. I'm desperate. 
Dave Simmons, 381-5942, 


| Greenville, NH 03048 


APRIL 2nd MEETING - - - 


OLD 


NEW ‘YORK WORLD-TELEGRAM AND SUN, 
SATURDAY. FEBRUARY 25, 1961 


Five Groups Will Fete 


Air Veteran Pickeril| 


Elmo N. Piekerell; 


@ First man to operate a 
radio in flight; 

@ First man to make radio 
communication from a plane 
with stations on land and sea; 


@ First man to effect a res- 
cue at sea by radioed infor- 
mation; 


@ First man to present a 
singer on radio; 

@ First man issued a radio 

perator’s license by the U.S. 
eovernmeésit; | 

@ First pilot for 
early flight research; 

@ first wireless operator 
through the Panama Canal 
on a toll-paying ship; 

. . . Will be honored guest 
tonight at a banquet and 
dance at the Hotel Edison. 

Mr. Pickerell, 76, is prob- 
ably the first man to discover 
that three not one but three 

organizations were pldan- 
ning to surprise him with a 
banquet and dance. 

A Practical Man. 

Finding out wasn’t too dif- 
ficult for Mr. Pickerell, since 
he is president of all three 
groups—the Veteran Wireless 
Operators <Assn., the Long 
Island Early Fliers Club and 
the OX-35 Club. 


Being a practical man, he 
coordinated the separate pa.- 

2s into one gala occasion. 

nce then, the Aviation His- 
torical Society, of which Mr. 
Pickerell also is president, 
and the Antique Airplane 
Assn. have joined in the plans 
to honor him. 


RCA’s 


Mr. Pickerell, of Mineola, 
got into radio even before the 
vacuum tube. 


Here is as good a place 
aS anv to drop in that Mr. 
Pickerell is the only living 
man taught to fly by Orville 
Wright. 

Flew Bamboo Plane. 

His first task for Dr. de 

Forest, the man who did most 


for radio, was to try to send 


a wireless message from a 
plane. After Orville Wright 
taught him to fly, Mr. Pick- 
erell took a bamboo plane 
alort and talked with ships 
and stations in a solo flight 
between Mineola and Manhat- 
tan Beach on Aug. 4, 1910. 


TIMERS NITE 


Dr. de Forest invented tne 
vacuum tube in 1906, and in 
1907 Mr. Pickerell led opera 
Star Geraldine Farrar to a 
microphone and, she sang, 
heard only by wireless opera- 
tors on ships in New York 
harbor. 

During a hurricane the 
night of Oct. 18, 1910, a man 
named Walter Wellman was 
trying to fly from Atlantic 
City to Europe in a balloon. 
Mr. Pickerell sent out a 
series of messages on the 
probable plight of Wellman 
and crew of six, and at day- 
break a ship spotted the bal- 
lon. The crew let out gas, 
floated down and was res- 
cued, 

In 1911, when the govern- 
ment saw the need to license 
Wireless operators, License 
No. 1 was presented to Mr. 
PicKerell. 

On Feb. 2, 1915, the liner 
Kroonland beat the Great 
Northern to the entrance of 
the Panama Canal, pail ‘he 
first toll ever collected, and 
passed through. Mr. Pickera]l 
was the operator aboard. 


STRANGE AS IT SEEMS 


— 


LMO N. PICKERILL BUILT HiS OWN ‘WV 
DIO TRANSMITTER AND RECEIVER, 


THEN LEARNED TO FLY TO INAUGURATE ~ 
THE FIRST RADIO COMMUNICATION 
BETWEEN AN AIRPLANE IN FLIGHT 


AND THE EARTH/ 
“Mineols, Long blend, 
Aug. 4, (Ho 


(Bers, beware; Charlie’s there 


by Stephen M. Aug (C) Washington Star 
From Nittany ARC (PA) Newsletter 


WASHINGTON-- Hey, there, CBers, better 
watch out, cause Uncle Charlie may be out 
there listening to you -- in person. 

That's right, the old wardensare really there 
in person -- and have been for more than 2a 
month, 

For those who are not Citizens Band addicts, 
about a month ago all seven members of the 
Federal Communications Commission (alter- 
natively known as Uncle Charlie or the Warden 
-- which oddly enough, also means "wife" in 
CB jargon) -- got their own CB sets, which are 
on loan to the commission. 

The purpose, they say was to give the com- 
missioners a first-hand opportunity to find out 
what CB radio -- the FCC's fastest-growing 
Service, and its fastest-growing enforcement 
problem -- is really all about. 

Unfortunately, however, only two of the 
seven commissioners actually have beenon the 
air, and one of them -- chairman Richard E. 
Wiley -- apparently hasn't been heard outside 
his own backyard. 

"I've just made call checks," said Wiley -- 
whose CB call is KF P2242 -- '"'I have not actu- 
ally transmitted other than to ask for a radio 
check and nobody's ever heard me because I 
have anindoor aerial. Nobody's ever answered." 

Nevertheless, Wiley says, he has listened 
extensively in the few weeks he's had the equip- 
ment -- which is on loan to the commission 
from Radio Shack. Wileyis most impressed by 
the CBvocabulary. ''What I've learnedis there's 
a whole different jargon out there." 


The only commissioner to get on the air and 
talk, however, has been Robert E. Lee (KFP 


2241). Lee says he listens frequently and usu- - 


ally hears CBers violating one commiSsion rule 
oranother. The most frequent violation is fail- 
ure to give one's call letters. 


"Every once in a while I get on with my call 
sign and say, Idon't hear any call letters, fellas. 


I don't tell them who I am, but it still gets very 
Silent for a few minutes.'' Apparently, just a 
reminder from somebody is sufficient to halt 
the chatter while CBers ponder whether they 
are hearing from Uncle Charlie. 


None of the commissioners has paid the $4 
fee that the agency charges for a CB permit? 
Nevertheless, it's all legal, Wiley reminded 
reporter. 

"All the commissioners are operating on 
special temporary authority, and no fee is re- 
quired, "' Wiley said. The special permits are 
good for six months, but Wiley already has lost 
interest. 


"As far as I'm concerned, little KF P2242 is 
going to be off the air because I've had enough. 
I'm not myself interested in pursuing the thing 
as part of my own lifestyle,'' he said. "But it's 
good for my official duties." 

As for the other commissioners, none has 
used the radio, for a variety of reasons. Ben- 
jamin Hooks, (KF P2239) is too busy and James 
H. Quello (KF P2238) hasn't gotten around to it, 
according to an aide. 

Glen O. Robinson (KFP2237) says he's "re- 
luctant to put it in my care because I'm afraid 
it'll get ripped off.'’ But he says his engineer-~ 
ing assistant ''keeps telling me I ought to set it 
up to monitor all this chatter on the air." 

Charlotte Reid (KFP2240) says her car is too 
small toaccommodate the radio, and Abbott M. 
Washburn (KFP2236) says he really intends to 
use his, but "I've got to get an aerial for it."' 

And what about the man who thought up th 
experiment, how does he assess the result ? 

Charles A. Higginbotham, chief of the Safety 
and Special Radio Services Bureau, which reg- 
ulates CB radio, concedes he's a little disap- 
pointed. "I had hoped that all would listen to 
them to get an idea of what's going on out there,"' 
he told a reporter. 

Higginbotham, who borrowed the sets so they 
could be checked out by the commission's Laurel 
Laboratory for potential electronic problems, 
said he still has hopes the commissioners ex- 
periment will be a success. 


CFP COMMUNICATIONS... 


welcomes you to the following Hamfests: 

April 3 — Tompkins County Radio Club Auction, Ithaca, N. Y. 
April 10 — Southern Tier Hamfest, Johnson City, N. Y. 
April 23-25 Dayton Hamvention, Dayton Ohio 
May 22 — Western New York Hamfest, Rochester, N. Y. 


Look for our display and/or the CFP “Minnie Winnie’ (except Dayton — We're ‘‘just visitin’ ” 
there this year.) 


See us for all your Amateur Radio needs. 


SASE will get our list of 
used Amateur Equipment. 
NEW - See us at same 
location for CUSTOM 
MOLDED PLASTIC SIGNS. 


Regular Store Hours: 

CFP COMMUNICATIONS &&F" ossen 
DIV. OF CFP ENTERPRISES Closed Sun. & Mon. 

211 NORTH MAIN STREET 


Other times by Appt. 
HORSEHEADS, NEW YORK 14845 
PHONE: 607-739-0187 


RaRa Donates for Library Week 


by Bill March, WA2CER 
As you know, the amateur ranks are not exact- 
ly swollen with new members. Last year, ARRL 
publications were given to several libraries to 
 bserve Library Week and help encourage new 
nateurs. The club donated two complete sets 
vt the publications to the Rochester Public 
Library. Members donated other sets to the 
Macedon Library, the Hilton Library, the Pitts- 
ford Library, and the Greece Library. 


Several members expressed an interest in 
doing it again. Well, the time has arrived as 
Library Week is in April. The board has de- 
cided to donate three sets of publications this 
year. A set costs about $17. Those wishing to 
donate a set of publications or contribute any 
amount towards their purchase should give their 
money to the club treasurer, Len Gessin, 
WA2ZNC, no later than the April club meeting. 
When the ordered books arrive, bookplates will 
be inserted with the donors names and infor- 
mation on RaRa meetings. Donors can then 
deliver the books. 


FOR SALE: Our three bedroom ranch house 
in Webster. Tower and antenna installation 
negotiable with house. 
Ham-M rotor now has2M FM beam and TV/FM 
beam mounted. Open-wire-fed antenna for HF 
is alsoin place. A TA~-33 tri-band is available. 
For more information, please contact our agent 
Gloria Samson, 872-6213. Lot Realtors, 
286-5844, Deanna and Jim, WA2MKX/WA2 YYZ 
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AIN'T IT NICE? 


You don't have to write away to one of those CAS 

mail order radio outfits for your fm gear. Vai! have 
your own mail order outlet right here in town which 
can take care of you either through the mail or in 


person! WITH VERY COMPETITIVE PRICES, TOO! 


( 

| 

| 

{ 

| 

; 

| 

You've known us as a manufacturer and mail order 
distributor of vhf and uhf preamps, converters, 
receiver and transmitter kits, etc. You probably 
also know that we maintain a large inventory of 
Cushcraft base station antennas and Larsen mobile 
whip antennas. We are always ready to help our 
local friends with their vhf and uhf fm needs. 
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NOW WE HAVE STANDARD VHF AND 
UHF FM TRANSCEIVERS AND HT'S IN 


STOCK! WITH CRYSTALS IN STOCK! 


Fifty foot tower with 


ENGRAVING 


P.O. Drawer G PITTSFORD, N.Y. 14534 


Call Sign Badges 


Call Sign Badges - Many Colors 


One Line -O00 
Two Lines 50 
Two Lines ~OO0 
Two Lines «50 


Two Lines 550 


ARRL Diamond (extra) Ri6) 
Additional Lines (each) $ .50 


RUBBER STAMPS 
WB2RED 
Hank O’Hare 
153 45TH STREET $2.5 
BALDWUN, N.Y, 1009 


Mail Orders with check and exact 
layout for badge or stamp. 
Service 


-—-- + --- 


Take advantage of our volume as a national 


mail order supplier. We have a variety of package 
deals for you! Just like the ads in the magazines. 


We'll even make a special deal for the package of 
your choice: transceiver, crystals, antennas, acc- 
essories, kits, etc. Try that with other mail-order 
outlets! 


CASH AND CARRY DEALS ON: 

# Horizon 2, 25 Watt, 12 Channel, 2 Meter 
Mobile/Base Transceiver 

w 146A Hondheld, 2 Watts, 5 Channels, 2 Meters 

ew 707LH, 8 Watt, 4 Channel, 450 MHz Base/ 
Mobile Transceiver 

we RPT-1] VHF or UHF Repeaters 

w UHF Handhelds, pagers, & other commercial lines 

w Base or Mobile Antennas 

w Crystals 


We are available to assist you in selecting your 
new gear — by appointment only, please. 


Joan Vogt, AAZYTK | 


Phone: — SEND SASE FOR FULL CATALOG — 


(716) 663-9254 
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ham ronics, inc, 
182 BELMONT RD., ROCHESTER. NY 14612 
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The magazine that 


does more for you ALLIED TV & RADIO, INC. 


142 LYELL AVE. 454-7116 


@ 

° aaa = Sales & Service <m 
ONE YEAR © Antennas Television > Bearcats 
$ 750 ° DXing Stereo * CB Radio 

© Awards Auto Sound * Marine Radio 
The Radio Amateur’s Journal Wally Kincaid, WB2HZG, Pres. 


14 Vanderventer Ave. Port Washington, N.Y. 11050 


ELECTRONIC 
SURPLUS COMPONENTS 


NEW 2 METER FM RIGS 


Regency HR-2B reg. $229 special $189 
Regency HR-212 reg. $259 special $209 
Regency HRT-2 

handi-talki reg. $179 special $149 


GLENWOOD SALES COMPANY 


594 HAGUE ST. {off 560 Lyell) 


Tempo/fmh 
handi-talki reg. $199 special $179 
Touch-Tone pads-for autopatch special $11.99 
For other gear, call or write for quote 
RAMCOMM COMMUNICATIONS 
2383 West Side Drive North Chili, N.Y. 14514 
Phone: (716) 594-8114 


Resistors - Capacitors - Switches 


Phone: 328-1600 9-5 Monday thru Friday 
9-1 Saturday 
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ESTABLISHED 1936 


INDUSTRIAL ELECTRONIC COMPONENTS - TELEVISION - RADIO: AMATEUR EQUIPMENT 


185-191 WEST MAIN STREET : P. 0. BOX 88 - AMSTERDAM, N.Y. 12010 
TEL. (518) 842-8350 


NOW READY WITH THE LATEST EQUIPMENT TO SERVE 
THE NORTHEAST AREA 


YAESU 
FT-101E $749.00 FT-101EE $649. 00 FT-221 $679.00 
FL-2100B $359. 00 FT-401B $599. 00 FR-101D $629.00 
FR-1018 $489. 00 FL-101 $545.00 YC-355D $229.00 
200R $449. 00 FT-620B $449. 00 FT-224 $249.00 
Atlas 210 $649.00 Kenwood TS-520 $629.00 Triton IV $699. 00 
ICOM IC-22A $249.00 ICOM IC-21A $449.00 ICOM IC-230 $489.00 


ICOM DV-21 = $389.00 


Mastercharge BankAmericard 
or in store financing available on purchases over $50. 00 
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